
Miss Walczyk’s 

8th Grade Summer Reading List 
(choose one) 

 

*Note: (YA) = Young Adult title for more mature readers 
 

As a guide for choosing, keep in mind that the 8th grade Lexile band is 900L-1185L.  A Lexile measure 

helps to ensure students stay within their comfort zones while still challenging themselves when it 

comes to reading comprehension.   
 

Balliet, Blue    Hold Fast          (F): 780L (288 pages) 

Where is Early's father?  He's not the kind of father who would disappear.  But he's gone...and he's left a whole 

lot of trouble behind.  As danger closes in, Early, her mom, and her brother have to flee their apartment. With 

nowhere else to go, they are forced to move into a city shelter. Once there, Early starts asking questions and 

looking for answers because her father hasn't disappeared without a trace. There are patterns and rhythms to 

what's happened, and Early might be the only one who can use them to track him down and make her way out 

of a very tough place. 

 

Boom, Corrie Ten  The Hiding Place             (NF): 900L (241pages) 

Corrie Ten Boom and her sister Betsie get sent to a concentration camp for helping Jews hide from Nazi 

persecution.  This is her extraordinary story of becoming a heroine of the anti-Nazi underground.   

 

Curtis, Christopher Paul  The Watsons Go to Birmingham  (F): 1000L (224 pages) 

A wonderful middle-grade novel narrated by Kenny, 9, about his middle-class black family, the Weird Watsons 

of Flint, Michigan. When Kenny's 13-year-old brother, Byron, gets to be too much trouble, they head South to 

Birmingham to visit Grandma, the one person who can shape him up. And they happen to be in Birmingham 

when Grandma's church is blown up.  

 

Draper, Sharon   Tears of a Tiger    (F):  700L (180 pages) 

Andy Jackson was driving the car that crashed one night after a game, killing Robert Washington, his best friend 

and the captain of the Hazelwood High Tigers. It was late, and they'd been drinking, and now, months later, 

Andy can't stop blaming himself. As he turns away from family, friends, and even his girlfriend, he finds he's 

losing the most precious thing of all -- his ability to face the future. 

 

Green, John   Looking for Alaska (YA)   (F): 930L (221 pages) 

Before. Miles "Pudge" Halter's whole existence has been one big nonevent, and his obsession with famous last 

words has only made him crave the "Great Perhaps" (François Rabelais, poet) even more. He heads off to the 

sometimes crazy, possibly unstable, and anything-but-boring world of Culver Creek Boarding School, and his 

life becomes the opposite of safe. Because down the hall is Alaska Young. The gorgeous, clever, funny, sexy, 



self-destructive, screwed-up, and utterly fascinating Alaska Young, who is an event unto herself. She pulls 

Pudge into her world, launches him into the Great Perhaps, and steals his heart. 

 

Green, Tim   Football Genius    (F): 800L (256 pages) 

Troy White has a phenomenal gift. He can predict football plays before they happen. Any position. Any player. 

Any team.  When Troy's single mom gets a job working in public relations for the Atlanta Falcons, Troy figures 

it's his chance to prove what he can do. But first he has to get to the Falcons—and with tight security and a 

notoriously mean coach, even his mom's field passes aren't much help.  Then Troy and his best friends devise a 

plan to get the attention of star linebacker Seth Halloway. With Seth's playing and Troy's genius, the Falcons 

could be unstoppable—if they'll only listen.  

 

Haddon, Mark  The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (YA)    (F): 1180L (221 pages) 

Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries in the world and their capitals and every prime number 

up to 7, 057.  He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human emotions.  He cannot stand to be 

touched.  And he detests the color yellow.  This improbable story of Christopher’s quest to investigate the 

suspicious death of a neighborhood dog makes for one of the most captivating, unusual, and widely heralded 

novels in recent years. 

 

Lupica, Mike   Travel Team     (F):  930L (274 pages) 

Danny Walker may be the smallest kid on the basketball court, but no one has a bigger love of the game.  Or a 

better sense of how to hit the open player with the perfect pass.  Then the local travel team—the same travel 

team Danny’s dad, Richie Walker, led to the national championship on ESPN when he was a kid—cuts Danny 

because of his size.  But Danny isn’t about to give up on basketball.  It turns out that he’s not the only kid who 

was cut for the wrong reasons.  Now Danny and his dad are about to give all the castoffs a second chance and 

prove that you can’t measure heart. 

 

Myers, Walter Dean  Autobiography of My Dead Brother  (F): 830L (224 pages) 

“The thing was that me and Rise were blood brothers, but sometimes I really didn’t know him…” 

And so Jesse fills his sketchbook with drawings and portraits of his blood brother, Rise, and his comic strip, 

Spodi Roti and Wise, as he makes sense of the complexities of friendship, loyalty, and loss in a neighborhood 

where drive-bys, vicious gangs, and abusive cops are everyday realities. 

 

Myers, Walter Dean  The Greatest: Muhammad Ali   (NF):  1030L (160 pages) 

From his childhood in the segregated South to his current fight with Parkinson’s disease, Ali never backed 

down.  He was banned from boxing during his prime because he refused to fight in Vietnam.  He became a 

symbol of the antiwar movement—and a defender of civil rights.  As “The Greatest”, he was a boxer of 

undeniable talent and courage.  He took the world by storm—only Ali could “float like a butterfly, sting like a 

bee!” 

 



Norris, Shana    Troy High     (F):  720L (263 pages) 

Narrated by Cassie, a shy outsider who fears that an epic high school rivalry is about to go up in flames, the 

story follows the Trojans and Spartans as they declare war on the football field. After the beautiful Elena–who 

used to be the captain of the Spartan cheerleaders–transfers to Troy High and falls madly in love with Cassie’s 

brother Perry, the Spartans vow that the annual homecoming game will never be forgotten. 

 

Patterson, James   Witch & Wizard    (F):  710L (314 pages) 

This is the astonishing testimonial of Wisty and Whit Allgood, a sister and brother who were torn from their 

family in the middle of the night, slammed into prison, and accused of being a witch and a wizard. Thousands of 

young people have been kidnapped; some have been accused; many others remain missing. Their fate is 

unknown, and the worst is feared—for the ruling regime will stop at nothing to suppress life and liberty, music 

and books, art and magic...and the pursuit of being a normal teenager. (Book 1 of the Witch & Wizard series) 

 

 

Pelzer, Dave   A Child Called It (YA)    (NF): 850L (184 pages) 

This is the true story of one of the most severe cases of child abuse in California history.  Dave Pelzer’s life 

started off normal, but something changed inside his mother, causing her to turn on him.  He was no longer 

referred to as a human, but an “it”.  This is Dave’s story of survival. 

 

Philbrick, Rodman  Freak the Mighty     (F):  1000L (160 pages) 

This is the story of an unlikely friendship between Freak (Kevin) and Max, two eighth grade students who 

appear to have nothing in common.  Freak has a little body but a big brain; Max has a body that seems to be 

growing faster than his mind.  Together they form Freak the Mighty. 

 

Ryan, Carrie   The Forest of Hands and Teeth  (F): 900L (308 pages) 

In Mary's world there are simple truths. The Sisterhood always knows best. The Guardians will protect and 

serve. The Unconsecrated will never relent. And you must always mind the fence that surrounds the village; the 

fence that protects the village from the Forest of Hands and Teeth. But, slowly, Mary’s truths are failing her. 

She’s learning things she never wanted to know about the Sisterhood and its secrets, and the Guardians and 

their power, and about the Unconsecrated and their relentlessness. When the fence is breached and her world 

is thrown into chaos, she must choose between her village and her future—between the one she loves and the 

one who loves her. And she must face the truth about the Forest of Hands and Teeth. Could there be life 

outside a world surrounded in so much death? 

 

Schlosser, Eric    Chew on This: Everything You Don’t Want to Know About Fast Food  (NF): 1100L     

(259 pages) 

Kids love fast food. And the fast food industry definitely loves kids. It couldn’t survive without them. Did you 

know that the biggest toy company in the world is McDonald’s? It’s true. In fact, one out of every three toys 

given to a child in the United States each year is from a fast food restaurant.  Not only has fast food reached into 



the toy industry, it’s moving into our schools. One out of every five public schools in the United States now 

serves brand name fast food. But do kids know what they’re eating? Where do fast food hamburgers come 

from? And what makes those fries taste so good? 

 

Scott, Elizabeth  Living Dead Girl (YA)    (F): 870L (170 pages) 

When Alice was ten, Ray took her away from her family, her friends -- her life. She learned to give up all power, 

to endure all pain. She waited for the nightmare to be over.  Now Alice is fifteen and Ray still has her, but he 

speaks more and more of her death. He does not know it is what she longs for. She does not know he has 

something more terrifying than death in mind for her.  This is Alice's story. It is one you have never heard, and 

one you will never, ever forget. 

 

Smith, Alexander Gordon Lockdown: Escape from Furnace (YA) (F):  1010L (304 pages) 

Furnace Penitentiary:  the world’s most secure prison for young offenders, buried a mile beneath the Earth’s 

surface.  A place of pure evil with walls soaked in blood.  Murderous gangs and vicious guards rule the 

darkness.  Horrific creatures steal people away in the dead of night.  And the impossible —escape— is the only 

hope. 

 

Williams, Stanley  Life in Prison (YA)    (NF): 1020L (80 pages) 

"The true stories I've written in this book are my living nightmares. My greatest hope is that the lessons the 

stories offer will help you make better choices than I did." Stanley "Tookie" Williams, cofounder of the notorious 

Crips gang, is a death-row inmate. But in his two decades of incarceration, Williams has also become a 

respected author and activist whose dedication to ending gang warfare in the lives of inner-city children has 

earned him a 2001 Nobel Peace Prize nomination. In this award-winning book, which has drawn praise from 

educators, government leaders, and families alike, Williams describes the brutal reality of being an inmate. He 

debunks myths of prisons as "gladiator schools" with blunt, riveting stories of overwhelming homesickness, the 

terror of solitary confinement, and the humiliation of strip-searches. Williams' words are a frank challenge to 

adolescent readers to educate themselves, make intelligent decisions, and above all, not to follow in his 

footsteps. 

 

Wolf, Joan M.   Someone Named Eva    (F): 820L (200 pages) 

“Remember who you are, Milada.” 

Milada’s grandmother says these words on the night the Nazi soldiers come to their home in Czechoslovakia.  

But what do they mean?  She is Milada, who lives with her mama and papa, her brother and sister, and her 

beloved Babichka.  Milada with the sun-kissed hair, eleven years old, fastest runner in her school.  How could 

she ever forget?  Then the Nazis send Milada to a Lebensborn center in Poland, and Milada quickly discovers 

that holding on to her true identity will be the greatest struggle of her young life. 

 



** Students are to read one book from the above list and create a  project.  The project must be one of the following: a diorama, a 

PowerPoint, or a scrapbook.  Summaries or essays over the books will NOT be accepted as the project.  These projects will be 

presented the first week back to school.  Failure to complete one will result in a zero and/or after-school/Saturday school.   


